
431 The SADF’s second raid on Maputo – Operation Skerwe – on 23 May 1983 was

launched in retaliation for the ANC’s Church Street bombing in Pretoria three

days earlier. The report below is derived from material in MI files (DMI MI/309/2

and MI/204/2/2/9).

432 According to the files, the targets comprised a missile site, command post,

training centre, logistical base, urban and logistical headquarters. If they were

such, they were located in houses described in the files as Gebuza’s (Siphiwe

Nyanda) house, September’s (Glory Sebide) house, Zola’s house and Mlangeni’s

house. Another target appears to have been a state-owned oil refinery.

433 Despite the public pronouncements about the success of the raid, a reading of

the file shows that it was a disaster. Though the Minister of Defence, General

Malan, announced that six ANC bases and a missile battery had been destroyed

and forty-one ANC “terrorists” killed, this was a complete fiction. None of the

intended targets were hit. Instead, the homes of Mozambican citizens were

attacked, as was the crèche of a jam and fruit juice factory. In these hits, five

Mozambican civilians – one a child – were killed, along with one South African

refugee, Mr Vuyo Ntete (aka Fred Naledi). 

434 In the initial damage report in the files it is stated that target identification was

erroneous and that civilians were killed and private property damaged. A longer

communication dated 14 June 1983 from the chief of the SADF (Lieutenant

General Viljoen) to the chief of the army (Lieutenant General Geldenhuys)

describes the final result of the attack as: 

not merely a disappointment but a shock … our image and credibility with

government and abroad has been seriously damaged. This operation is pre-

cisely what I referred to after my visits to 32 Battalion near Cuvelai (Angola).

We accept poor results far too easily without analysing why they are poor and

taking steps to remedy the situation. If we were to analyse our operational

effectiveness and to make the results public we would be ashamed.

435 The SSC minutes reveal that this raid was discussed at its meeting on the day

of the raid and was, according to the Minister of Defence and chief of the SADF,

undertaken after consultations with the chairperson. The chairperson explained

that it had not been possible to call the whole council together for consultation. 
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