
1990: Mr Clayton Sizwe Sithole, Johannesburg: ‘suicide by hanging’;

Mr Lucas Tlhotlhomisang, Klerksdorp: ‘natural causes’; Mr Donald Thabela

Madisha, Potgietersrus: ‘suicide by hanging’.

181 The Commission received statements about the following deaths in police custody.

Although the Commission made a positive victim finding in these cases, it was

not able to establish the exact legislation under which they were held at the

time of their deaths.

a Political activist Colenso Ninase Mnyane [EC0735/97ETK] died in detention 

in Tabankulu on 5 November 1967, either of heart failure or of injuries from a 

fall. 

b Mr Rocky James [EC0144/96/NWC] was shot dead while in custody in Cradock

on 9 November 1977, allegedly while “trying to escape”. A statement from a 

municipal policeman, Michael Adams, said James was severely beaten by a 

white policeman. When James pleaded for help, Adams attempted to intervene.

During the scuffle with the white policeman, James attempted to run away 

and was shot dead. Adams subsequently lost his job. The family heard that 

James had been instructed by the police to run away and had then been 

shot in the back.

c Mr Ephraim Thami ‘Papi’ Mthethwa [KZN/ZJ/146/DN], a UDF member, was 

detained and died two months later on 24 August 1984 in Lamontville. He 

was held in solitary confinement at Sentela police station. Police claimed he 

had hanged himself. 

d Congress of South African Students (COSAS) activist Sipho Mutsi 

[KZN/ZJ/115/BL] was detained and died on 14 May 1985 in Odendaalsrus, 

Orange Free State after being severely beaten. 

e In August 1985 Mr Thembelakhe George [EC0846/96/KWT] was assaulted by

police, first at his home during his arrest in connection with the consumer 

boycott in Ginsberg, and then at the police station in King Williams Town. His

family later found him in hospital where he died from injuries sustained from 

the assault. The inquest magistrate noted that the head injuries which 

caused his death could have been inflicted by the police.

f Mr Amos Dendeng Sonnyboy Mokoena [JB00264/01GTSOW] died in 

detention in Pilgrims’ Rest on 16 August 1985. The police told his mother he 

hanged himself in his cell. While the police allege that Mokoena was arrested

on criminal charges, his mother alleges that he was politically active and had

fled to Pilgrims’ Rest to escape detention.
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