Andrew Zondo
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From 1976 onwards, a number of MK members were sentenced to death and
executed. One of these was Mr Sibusiso Andrew Zondo [KZN/NG/010/DN].
Andrew Zondo (19), from KwaMashu, north of Durban, went into exile in
Mozambique at the age of sixteen after a brief period of detention. He intended to
study. In May 1983, a bomb detonated outside the South African Air Force (SAAF)
headquarters in Church Street Pretoria, killing eleven people. The following week,
the SAAF launched a retaliatory raid on a suburb in Maputo, killing six people,
including a child in a creche. This changed Zondo’s plans and he decided to
undergo military training as he saw “violence as the only option for changing
the lives of black people in South Africa”.
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In December 1985, the South African security forces launched a raid into Lesotho,
killing nine people. Three days later, MK members in Durban, including Zondo,
retaliated by placing a bomb in an Amanzimtoti shopping centre, killing three adults
and two children. Zondo was arrested and charged. The main state witness in
his trial was Mr X (Thembinkosi Mofokeng) who, as Zondo’s alleged accomplice,
was granted immunity from prosecution. Mr X admitted to providing the limpet
mine and to accompanying Zondo to the shopping centre. Zondo claimed that
he intended to telephone a warning to the shopping centre but could not find a
vacant telephone booth.
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Zondo was sentenced to death by Justice Leon and was hanged on 9 September
1986, less than nine months after the bombing.
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The spiral of killing continued. Two other persons suspected of being involved
in the Amanzimtoti blast, Mr Phumezo Nxiweni [EC0246/96WTK] and Mr Stanley
Sipho Bhila [KZN/NJ/004/DN], were executed by Security Branch members after
they were acquitted in court (see below, under Abduction, interrogation and killing)
At Andrew Zondo’s memorial service, his brother was so severely assaulted that
he developed epilepsy, which subsequently killed him. Two mourners were shot
dead leaving his parents’ home after the memorial service. Lembede, one of the
security policemen involved in the killing of Zondo’s alleged accomplice, was
himself later killed, allegedly by members of MK.
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Mr Solomon Kalushe Mahlangu [JB00182/02PS] was executed on 6 April 1979 at
the age of twenty. Recently returned from military training in Angola, Mahlangu
and Mr Monty Motaung were confronted by police while carrying arms in central

V O L U M E

2

C H A P T E R

3

The State inside South Africa between 1960 and 1990

PAGE

171

