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During this period there have been persistent allegations that the killings were
carried out by the South African security forces. A number of possible motives
have been put forward: that Dr Smit had uncovered massive corruption and fraud
involving extremely high-level government sources; that he was in possession of
information relating to South Africa’s nuclear programme; or that the reason for
the killings related to South Africa’s sanctions-busting activities, in which Dr
Smit had been involved. Several people confirmed at the time that Dr Smit was
in possession of information he had described as “explosive”.

Particular suspicion was directed at former members of BOSS’s alleged Z-squad
and the SAP’s Special Task Team. Three names, Dries ‘Krullebol’ Verwey, Jack
Widdowson and Roy Allen have repeatedly been associated with the killings.
Verwey subsequently died in uncertain circumstances; both Widdowson and
Allen, identified by two independent sources as having been in the area at the
time of the killings, were named in the 1992 Steyn report as being connected to
‘third force’ activities. In addition, it is known that Dr Smit was due to meet with
a Mr McDougal on the evening of his death. McDougal was the codename of a
former Z squad operative, Phil Freeman, who has been named as a possible
suspect in the Rick Turner killing.

Further allegations were that the investigation into the killings, conducted by
members of the East Rand Murder and Robbery Squad, sought to cover up
security force involvement. The investigation was conducted by the same SAP
officer later responsible for the cover-up around RENAMO secretary general
Orlando Christina’s killing. This officer was part of a joint SAP-SADF committee
set up to assess the implication of Christina’s death and which recommended the
killing of a number of people associated with Christina’s killing in order to conceal
the then covert link between the SADF and RENAMO. Thus, while no evidence
exists regarding this officer’s role in the Smit killings, his role in activities amounting
both to cover-up and further unlawful actions has been established.

The Commission received no amnesty applications in respect of the Smits’ killings.
Recent attempts by their daughter Liza to investigate her parents’ death, and
her subsequent submission to the Commission, have been associated with death
threats and possible attempts on her life. This tends to suggest a contemporary
interest in ensuring that the facts surrounding the killings remain hidden, and
points to a political agenda or at least one in which powerful — possibly financial
— interests are vested.
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