
87 Mr Katiza Cebekhulu alleged that he had been instructed by Ms Madikizela-

Mandela to tip off the police regarding illegal weapons in Sithole’s possession.

88 Ms Madikizela-Mandela has categorically denied Cebekhulu’s allegations.

THE COMMISSION FOUND NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT CEBEKHULU’S ALLEGATION AGAINST MS

MADIKIZELA-MANDELA. WITHOUT THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY,

THE COMMISSION WAS UNABLE TO MAKE ANY FINDINGS REGARDING THE ADMISSIONS AND

ALLEGATIONS ALLEGEDLY MADE BY SITHOLE.

Abduction of Katiza Cebekhulu

89 Mr Katiza Cebekhulu, a co-accused of Ms Madikizela-Mandela at her trial for

kidnapping and assault, disappeared shortly before the trial and re-emerged in

a Zambian prison, where he was detained without trial for almost three years.

90 Ms Madikizela-Mandela has denied any knowledge of or involvement in the

abduction of Cebekhulu.

91 Katiza Cebekhulu was taken out of the country and placed illegally in a Zambian

prison at the request of the ANC with the assistance of the Zambian authorities.

Former Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda admitted that the ANC requested

his assistance with Cebekhulu. Although he indicated that this was done for his

own safety, it is more likely that it was done to protect Ms Madikizela-Mandela

from his possible disclosures and avoid the embarrassment that he would cause

to the ANC. The ANC had good reason to believe that the authorities would try to

use any information disclosed by Cebekhulu, as evidenced by the disclosure of

STRATCOM documents revealing the dissemination of disinformation regarding

the ANC by the SAP during this period. 

92 The ANC has never taken responsibility for its actions regarding Cebekhulu. Ms

Madikizela-Mandela’s assertion that she was not directly involved in at least the

initial hand-over of Cebekhulu is contradicted by the testimony of both Morgan

and Cebekhulu. Advocate Semenya attempted to discredit Cebekhulu’s version

on the basis that he said ‘Shell House’ instead of ‘Sauer Street’ – a relatively

minor detail, considering that there is no other version available as to how he

was placed in the ANC’s custody. Madikizela-Mandela’s contention that she had

nothing to gain from Cebekhulu’s incarceration is not credible, as her interests

would appear to be the very reason that he was taken out of the country.
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■ THEMES

The Mandela United Football Club 

93 The Mandela United Football Club (MUFC) was the source of considerable violence

and controversy between 1987 and 1989. Whilst Ms Madikizela-Mandela denied

this, both the liberation movement externally and the MDM internally recognised

it and stated so clearly in their statements of 16 February 1989. In the face of

criticism and concerns raised by senior leaders of the liberation movement both

at home and in exile, as well as the outrage of the local community, it is difficult

to understand why she failed to recognise the threat that the club was posing

and how damaging this was to herself. Her reluctance to disband the club is

inexplicable.

94  Ms Madikizela-Mandela denied in her testimony that there was a close relationship

between her and the youths who lived on or frequented her property. However,

the testimony of former MUFC members, and  of individuals who tried to dissuade

her from this association, indicates that Madikizela-Mandela took a much more

active interest than she has admitted. The MDM statement affirms this:

Not only is Mrs Mandela associated with the team, in fact the team is her

own creation.

Madikizela-Mandela’s relationship with community structures

95 The evidence before the Commission clearly shows that Ms Madikizela-Mandela

was not accountable to any of the internal community or political structures at the

time. Repeated efforts by the Mandela Crisis Committee and other community

leaders to bring her into line were either ignored or repudiated. The MDM in their

statement went on to say:

We are of the view that Mrs Mandela has abused the trust and confidence

which she has enjoyed over the years. She has not been a member of any

of the democratic structures of the UDF [or] Cosatu and she has often acted

without consulting the democratic movement. 

Numerous efforts have been made to reconcile the conflict between Mrs Mandela

and the community. The last of these efforts was the formation of the crisis

committee of some of our most respected members. On every occasion,

Mrs Mandela has chosen to disregard the sentiments of the community.
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