Former Transkei Defence Force MI chief, Lieutenant Colonel Craig Duli, dies on 22
November while attempting to overthrow the military government of Major General
Bantu Holomisa in Transkei. (Duli is supported by the South African security forces).

Mandela pledges that MK members will help form and train self-defence units
(SDUs) to protect communities from attack by security forces or vigilantes. SDUs
are established in many townships across the country.

Compulsory military service (conscription) is ended and the SADF is withdrawn
from townships.

Vigilante activities by the Three Million Gang (reported as active from 1989 to 1992
in the Orange Free State) target UDF and ANC activists, student organisations and
SDUs for attack. The SDUs violently oppose the group.

The killing of political leaders and activists in Natal escalates.

1991

In the Christopher Nangalembe night vigil killings in January, forty-five people are
killed when a night vigil is attacked with automatic weapons in Sebokeng, Transvaal.

Ciskei rebels, Colonel Onward Mangwane Guzana and former General Charles
Sebe are shot dead at a roadblock in Ciskei on 27 January, following an apparent
ambush on their coup attempt against Brigadier Oupa Ggqozo’s government.

Thirteen die and twenty-nine are injured when police open fire on Daveyton residents
holding an illegal meeting on 14 January.

Lawyer Bheki Mlangeni is killed in February by a Vlakplaas parcel bomb meant for
Dirk Coetzee.

The UDF National General Council decides in March to disband the organisation
later that year.

In the Alexandra night vigil killings on 26 March 1991, fifteen people are shot dead
and at least eighteen are injured in an attack on a funeral vigil for an ANC member
who died in fighting in Alexandra which raged for three days.

Political prisoners engage in hunger strikes in April and May to protest the slow
pace of releases.

Winnie Mandela is found guilty in May of kidnapping and being an accessory to
assault after the fact.

The ANC National Executive Committee writes an open letter as an ultimatum to
the State President in April concerning the pattern of political violence and making
a number of demands. The ANC subsequently suspends constitutional talks with
the government in May.

A group of about eight hundred alleged IFP supporters attack the squatter settlement
of Swanieville on the East Rand on 12 May. Twenty-nine people are killed and over
thirty injured.

The Group Areas Act and the Land Acts of 1913 and 1936 are repealed in June.

In the ‘Battle of the Forest’ in June, twenty-three people are killed in fighting between
IFP and ANC supporters in the Richmond townships of Ndaleni and Magoda, Natal.
The ‘Inkathagate’ scandal breaks in July and government funding of, inter alia, Inkatha

and its union UWUSA for anti-ANC activities is revealed. De Klerk establishes the
Kahn Committee to examine secret projects.
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