
217 Ms Yvonne Khutwane [CT00530] of Worcester spoke about her experience in

custody:

That was the first time when I was arrested … I was just alone at the back

of the hippo [police armoured vehicle] and they were just driving – it was

pitch dark outside. They alighted the hippo and then they came to take me

out of the hippo. One of them said to me can I see what I have put myself

in, and then they asked me when did I last sleep with a man. I was so

embarrassed by this question. And I felt so humiliated – I informed them that

I have nobody – I didn’t have a partner and then they asked me with whom

am I staying. I informed them that I was with my family. The other question

that they asked me is how do I feel when they – when I am having inter-

course with a man. This was too much for me because they were repeating

it time and again, asking me the same question, asking me what do I like

with the intercourse do I like the size of the penis or what do I enjoy most.

So the other one was just putting his hand inside me through the vagina, I

was crying because I was afraid, we have heard that the soldiers are very

notorious of raping people. This one continued putting his finger right

through me, he kept on penetrating and I was asking for forgiveness and I

was asking them what have I done, “I am old enough to be your mother”.

“But why are you treating me like this” – this was very, very embarrassing. At

the end one of them – I think maybe God just came inside them – and the

other one said “let’s let her go”, and then at the end they took me back to

the police station and then they locked me up in the cell again.21

Northern Cape 

218 The Repression Monitoring Group reported that at least 166 people were detained

in the Northern Cape under the 1986 state of emergency. Some of these detainees

were tortured. Mr David Mabeka [CT04407] was detained on 12 June in Barkly

West and was taken to the Transvaal Road police station in Kimberley where he

was assaulted by security policemen. He laid a charge against the police but

fled to Johannesburg after being threatened by them. Mr Rodney Mtyobile

[CT04503] was subjected to electric shocks by SAP member Mr Mochesane.

Electric shock torture was also reported by Ms Gladys Keitumetse [CT06014],

who was detained at Jan Kempdorp on 12 June for a period of about nine

months. She also alleged that she was seriously beaten. 

219 Excerpts from the submission by Mr Thembani Jacobs James [CT04007] of Kimberley

21  For more about this and similar cases, see Special Hearing: Women in Volume Four.
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