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shot dead in the driveway of his home in Harare. Six months earlier, on 24 February
1981, Gqabi had survived a car bombing attempt on his life.

Both Gqgabi’s widow and his close comrade, Mr Shadrack Ganda [JB/00781/
01GTSOW], made submissions to the Commission on the murder. The Commission’s
investigation of the case was hampered by the fact that it did not conduct enquiries
in Zimbabwe. Although the ANC was asked to provide the Commission with the
statement it received from Ms Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi, who was resident in
Mr Gqgabi’s house at the time of his death, the request met with no response.

The evidence available suggests that Mr Ggabi was killed by a South African hit
squad acting on the basis of intelligence supplied by agents of South African Ml
operating from inside Zimbabwe’s CIO. Sometime after the murder, Mr Colin
Evans and Mr Philip Hartlebury, two of these alleged agents, were arrested and
charged with spying for South Africa.

Under interrogation, Evans and Hartlebury admitted to spying for South Africa
and to supplying intelligence on Joe Gqgabi to a contact code-named ‘Erasmus’,
whom the Commission knows to be a long-serving South African Special Forces
operative. In their espionage trial, Evans’ and Hartlebury’s confessions were deemed
to be inadmissible owing to the torture to which they had been subjected and
they were acquitted. Prior to that, South Africa had admitted that they were
agents and had offered to exchange them for a Russian and several Angolan
prisoners. After their release from prison, both moved to South Africa.

The ANC has reports of two alleged agents who confessed to participating in the
actual killing of Mr Ggabi. One, Mr Ivan Davids, wrote in his statement: “ ... when
he opened the door, | ran towards him; when he looked up | was already next to
him and the trigger already pulled. | kept on pulling the trigger until my magazine
was empty. Piet came up and fired a few shots on him”. The Commission was
unable to follow up this statement as Mr Davids was executed by the ANC in
Angola in 1984. However, Mr Ganda, who lived in Mr Ggabi’s house and who
discovered the body, provides details in his statement to the Commission
consistent with the above description.

ON THE BASIS OF THE EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO IT, THE COMMISSION FINDS THAT MR JOE GQABI
WAS ASSASSINATED BY SOUTH AFRICAN AGENTS OPERATING IN COLLUSION WITH A GROUP OF
ZIMBABWEAN AGENTS.
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