
b The pre-dawn killings in Katlehong during August 1990 in which Thokoza (IFP)

hostel inmates killed twenty-four people in the Crossroads squatter settlement in

Katlehong.

c The massacre in Sebokeng on 3 September 1990 in which twenty-three 

people were killed when Inkatha allegedly tried to lay siege to and occupy the

Sebokeng hostel (see above).

d The killing of forty people in an attack by hostel-dwellers on a night vigil in 

Sebokeng on 12 January 1991.

e Events on 26 March 1991 in which fifteen people were killed and sixteen 

others injured in an attack on a night vigil in the Alexandra Township. Six 

members of the IFP were later arrested and appeared in Rand Supreme 

Court. All were acquitted.

f The pre-dawn massacre in Swanieville (West Rand) on 12 May 1991 by 

approximately 1000 Inkatha hostel residents from Kagiso on residents of the 

Swanieville informal settlement which left at least twenty-seven people dead 

and scores injured. Inkatha spokesperson, Ms Suzanne Vos said that the 

attack was a response to the earlier abduction of two hostel dwellers by 

Swanieville residents. 

g The Boipatong massacre of 17 June 1992 launched by a group of some 

200–300 inmates of the KwaMadala hostel. Fifteen Inkatha supporters, all of 

whom were serving long prison terms for their role in the massacre, applied 

for amnesty for their roles. All fifteen applicants claimed they acted on the 

instructions of the IFP leaders in KwaMadala hostel, namely a Mr Bheki 

Mkhize and a Mr Chonco. 

Hit squads

205 Hit squad activity became widespread in KwaZulu and Natal during the 1990s.

From information received by the Commission, it would appear that the hit

squad operations were predominantly supportive of the IFP, drawing in officials

of the KwaZulu government, the KZP and senior politicians and leaders of the

party. As such, hit squad members had access to KwaZulu government resources

such as vehicles, arms and ammunition. A measure of protection from prosecution

was made possible through the collusion of the KZP and instruments of the state

security forces.
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