
The killing of Victoria Mxenge and its aftermath

The assassination of Victoria Mxenge

At the time of her death, Ms Victoria Mxenge was an executive member of

the UDF. To date there have been no prosecutions in connection with her

killing. The Commission received submissions from two independent

sources. Both named a former Security Branch operative, Mr Bongani

Malinga, as Mxenge’s assassin. 

According to the ANC’s second submission to the Commission, Mr Marvin

Sefako (alias Bongani Raymond Malinga) from Hillcrest, Durban, was recruited

by the Security Branch. His handler was Brigadier Pieter Swanepoel. Malinga

allegedly confessed to the ANC that he had killed at least five people, including

Ms Victoria Mxenge, saying: 

“[NAME DELETED] shot her five times on the chest but she never fell; whereupon

I followed her with an axe and chopped her next to her dining room door.”

Malinga also allegedly participated in the attack on the memorial service for

Victoria Mxenge (see below). Malinga’s case was heard by the ANC’s

People’s Tribunal in Lusaka on 7 May 1990. In addition to the killings, he

was found guilty of a number of other ‘offences’ including ‘collaborating with

the enemy’ to infiltrate the ANC with the intention of killing MK Chief of Staff

Chris Hani and MK Commander Joe Modise.

A former ANC member and later head of the Returned Exiles Committee, Mr

Patrick Mncedisi Dlongwane [AM8028/97], told the Commission that, while

he was detained at the ANC’s Quatro camp, he had shared a cell with one

Bongani Malinga who claimed he had assassinated Victoria Mxenge.

According to Dlongwane, Malinga was killed by ANC members in 1991.

The Umlazi Cinema Massacre

A memorial service for Victoria Mxenge was held in the Umlazi Cinema on 8

August 1985. There was a large contingent of police and soldiers outside the

cinema. During the service, hundreds of men armed with assegais [spears],

knobkierries [clubs] and firearms burst into the cinema and began stabbing

and shooting randomly. 

Terrified mourners jumped over the cinema balcony to escape the attackers.

Witnesses alleged that the attackers included Inkatha vigilantes recruited

from the adjacent shack settlements and from Lindelani, north of Durban.
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