
1980–1981 school boycotts

92 After the founding of the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) and the

Azanian Student’s Organisation (AZASO) in 1979, school protests became more

organisationally directed. Across the country, up to 100 000 children in coloured

and African schools and university students on five black campuses boycotted

classes between April 1980 and January 1981. The boycott originated in Cape

Town, where it was fuelled by deteriorating conditions in the schools and the

mushrooming of local organisations. The greatest impact was felt in the

coloured townships of Cape Town and in Kimberley.

93 Mr Bernard Fortuin (15) [CT02202] and Mr William Lubbe (19) were shot dead

from an unmarked police vehicle in Elsies River in an apparent ambush on 28

May 1980. These killings resulted in a total stay away.

94 Violence peaked on 17–18 June 1980 in the coloured townships of Elsies River,

Lavender Hill and Bishop Lavis when a two-day stay away was held to com-

memorate the uprising of 1976. Coloured leaders had been detained in advance

and meetings and gatherings banned during this time. A fare increase had also

precipitated a bus boycott. There were incidents of arson, looting, and street

protests, with some speculation about the involvement of gang elements. 

95 Police responded with tear gas, baton-charges and live ammunition, and declined

to issue a casualty list. The number of deaths recorded at five Peninsula hospitals

was at least forty-two, including Ms Avril de Bruyn [CT00847], Mr Andrew Saul

Christians [CT00660], Ms Johanna Moses [CT02201], Ms Edith Lewis [CT00658],

Mr Gavin Godfrey Slavers [CT00662], Ms Glenda Scheepers [CT00845] and Mr

William Rose [CT00671]. Over 200 people were injured, including children, young

or pregnant mothers and a large number of other women. Police officially confirmed

thirty-four deaths, including one in the Boland, and 146 injuries which, they alleged,

were mainly stabbing and stoning injuries. At least two fatalities occurred as a

result of the actions of those engaged in street protest, including one Constable

Hugo, who was stabbed to death in Blackheath during a police baton charge,

and a civilian who died when his vehicle crashed after being stoned.

96 On 11 August 1980, two white men, Mr Frederick Casper ‘Fritz’ Jansen [CT00675]

and Mr George Beeton, were killed on Klipfontein Road next to Crossroads squatter

camp during a week of turmoil and widespread street protest. The men were stopped

within half an hour of each other. Their vehicles were stoned, overturned and set
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