
233 In the case of Shane Oliver it is known that on one occasion security forces

substituted a limpet mine for one filled with clay, in a ‘credibility operation’ for Oliver

without endangering him. Instances of security force tampering with MK weaponry

have been established in several cases, in particular altering the timing devices

in order to eliminate the operative. 

234 Further, it is noted that certain of Williams’s personal effects were returned to

the family completely undamaged by the explosion. One post mortem report

could not conclude with absolute certainty that the victims were alive at the

time of the explosion. Lastly, Williams stated on the day of her death that she

believed she was being followed. 

Civil Co-operation Bureau (CCB) covert operations

235 The Western Cape saw at least four CCB operations under the direction of its

Western Cape regional manager Abraham ‘Slang’ van Zyl, a former member of the

Brixton Murder and Robbery Unit. The CCB appears to have used both conscious

and unaware members, particularly known felons or persons from the criminal

underworld. This use of gang members is detailed in an Athlone report [CR

396/08/89] which contains statements of four gangsters who were members of

the Dixie Boys, namely Isgak Hardien, ‘Peaches’ Gordon, Clive Petersen and

Irwin Meyer. Hardien has given details of his recruitment by Slang van Zyl and

some of the operations in which he was used. He was transferred from being a

source for the Bellville Murder and Robbery Unit, handled by officer Ganger, to

the CCB where he was handled by Van Zyl. The recruitment of ‘Peaches’ Gordon

was facilitated by a policeman at Athlone police station who was a relative of

Van Zyl. The operations fell under the umbrella project known as Project Goldie.

Attempted assassination of Mr Dullah Omar (now Minister of Justice)

236 Mr Edward James Gordon aka ‘Peaches’ was tasked to conduct surveillance on

several key leaders of the UDF, COSATU and SWAPO. Omar was a leading UDF

official in the region, and ‘Peaches’ Gordon was specifically tasked to kill him

using poison. Omar was ill at the time and the initial plan was to shoot him.

When this proved difficult, unsuccessful efforts were made to contaminate the

medication he took for his heart condition. Gordon died a few weeks after giving

testimony to the Harms Commission. His badly mutilated body was found on a

highway close to his home. His mother claims he was killed by gangsters acting

at the behest of the CCB. The murder docket was closed after the witnesses
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