
were also killed. Mr Igshaan Ariaanse, who was to be the key state witness, was

executed together with his woman friend Ms Dorothy Spencer, after being

allowed to walk away from custody at Rondebosch police station.

Bombing of Early Learning Centre

237 In August 1989 the CCB bombed the Early Learning Centre in Athlone, a crèche

facility used by UDF organisations as a meeting venue. A meeting of the Cape

Youth Congress (CAYCO) had just concluded when the bomb exploded. Several

individuals sustained minor injuries. A survivor has stated that, had the meeting

lasted a few minutes longer, the entire executive of CAYCO could have been killed.

238 Other operations included ‘Operation Apie’, which involved placing a baboon

foetus on the property of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and an arson attack on an

Athlone printing press.

Bombings by the Security Branch

239 Members of the Security Branch planted limpet mines in public buildings during

this period. Community House in Salt River, which housed many anti-apartheid

organisations, was bombed in early September 1987 by Vlakplaas and Security

Branch operatives, some of whom have applied for amnesty. During 1989, several

‘false flag’ operations were conducted, including a bomb attack on the Athlone

post office and the First National Bank on 22 and 24 August 1989 respectively.

Amnesty applications were received. 

240 During the Defiance Campaign in the Peninsula in 1989, limpet mines were used

to blow up the toilets in Strand, the beach resort outside Cape Town that was

the target of the ‘beach apartheid defiance’ campaign. Vlakplaas operatives

including Wouter Mentz [AM2775/96], Colonel Dave Baker and Warrant Officer

Louw van Niekerk were under orders from Colonel Eugene de Kock.

241 There were, in addition, numerous arson attacks on properties housing anti-

apartheid organisations. During 1985, union offices in Cape Town were

destroyed in an arson attack. An Observatory bookshop was firebombed in

1988. No amnesty applications were received for these attacks.
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